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Realizing Grand Objectives 
Category: GS 2 (Governance) 

 

Theme of the article 

Many regional policy challenges can be addressed with three major fixes. 

Introduction 

The main factors inhibiting India’s performance are ultimately domestic in nature.  

Three main aspects 

 TRADE: Much of India’s commerce involves raw materials and low value-added goods.  

 DEFENCE: India is the world’s second largest arms importer.  

 OVERSEAS CREDIT: India’s outgoing aid budget has been relatively flat. 

Way forward 

 TRADE: seize a larger share of exports through well-negotiated preferential trade 

agreements. 

 DEFENCE: Defence indigenization will require financing for defence capital expenditure; 

assessments of costs, etc.  

 OVERSEAS CREDIT: Indian overseas credit needs better project planning, better 

financing terms, etc. 

Conclusion 

Many regional policy challenges would be addressed with these three major fixes.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Crisis Defused 
Category: GS 2 (Polity) 

 

Theme of the article 

Compulsory learning should be limited to the child’s mother tongue. 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

The Centre has moved quickly to defuse a potentially volatile controversy over the 

charge of Hindi imposition.  

What did draft NEP say? 

Students in Grade 6 in non-Hindi-speaking States would study their regional language, 

besides Hindi and English.  

The corrective steps 

 The reference in the draft NEP to mandatory teaching of Hindi in all States was 

withdrawn. 

 The modified draft has omitted references to the language that students may choose.  

 

The historical language issue 

 There has been considerable tension between those who favour the indefinite usage of 

English and those who want to phase it out and give Hindi primacy. 

 In Tamil Nadu, it is seen as a creeping imposition of Hindi in subtle and not-so-subtle 

forms. 

Way forward 

Language is primarily a utilitarian tool. Compulsory learning should be limited to one’s 

mother tongue and English. 

Conclusion 

It is time attempts to force Indians proficient in their mother tongue and English to 

acquire proficiency in a third are given up. 

 



 

 

The Immediate Neighborhood 
Category: GS 2 (International relations) 

 

SAARC still has the potential to become a platform for South Asian interests. 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

Government has invited leaders of neighboring countries for swearing-in ceremony. 

The difference from 2014 

In 2014 leaders of SAARC were invited while in 2019 leaders of BIMSTEC were invited.  

Significance of SAARC 

 This is a naturally made geographical identity.  

 There is a cultural, linguistic, religious and culinary affinity. 

 It has developed common cause in several fields such as agriculture, education, health, 

climate change, etc. 

Failure of SAARC 

SAARC’s biggest failure has been mainly due to India-Pakistan tensions, it has been five 

years since the last summit in Kathmandu.  

SAARC Vs BIMSTEC 

 To extrapolate that BIMSTEC has replaced SAARC is illogical. 

 BIMSTEC is not moored in the identity of the nations that are members.  

 BIMSTEC nations have held summits just four times in 22 years.  

India’s SAARC aversion 

 Terrorism emanating from Pakistan is clearly the biggest stumbling block.  

 Another reason is the logjam because of Pakistan’s opposition to connectivity projects.  

Is India’s aversion to SAARC justified? 

 India’s stand on terror doesn’t extend to other organizations such as the SCO. 

 Agreements have not made progress in other groupings such as BBIN either. 

Conclusion 

In a region increasingly targeted by Chinese investment and loans, SAARC could be a 

common platform to demand more sustainable alternatives for development. 

 



 

 

A Rocky Road for Strategic Partners 
Category: GS 2 (International) 

 

          Trump administration’s recent actions threaten India-U.S. relations. 

Recent India- US relations 

 Earlier U.S. was actively wooing India as a strategic counterweight to China. 

 Then the term ‘Indo-Pacific region’ appeared. 

 Us changed the name of the U.S. Pacific Command to U.S. Indo-Pacific Command.  

 However, the Trump administration seems to have reversed course in recent months. 

o Non-renewal of the exemption granted to India. 

o Threat to impose sanctions on India if it buys the S-400 missiles. 

o Removal of India from GSP. 

Are above actions justified? 

 These three decisions indicate that US is impervious to Indian interests. 

 US no longer seems to discriminate between friend and foe. 

 US appears overlook the fact that it needs reliable friends and allies.  

Conclusion 

India should increase its foreign policy options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sum and Substance of the Jobs Data 
Category: GS 3 (Economy) 

 

There has been increase in the unemployment rate to 5.8% for rural men and 7.1% for 

urban men.  

Takeaways from the unemployment data 

 Under conditions of rising school and college enrolment, it paints an inaccurate picture.  

 The unemployment rate is dominated by the experience of younger Indians who wait 

for the right job than their older peers.  

 Rising education levels inflate unemployment challenges.  

Analyzing the unemployment data 

 Unemployment rate is a good indicator of the changes in the employment situation. 

 The proportion of the population that is unemployed has increased only slightly for 

population aged 30 and above. 

 Much of the increase in male unemployment is located among ages 15-29.  

Roots of India’s present-day unemployment challenge 

 Expanding education while not expanding formal sector jobs. 

 Greater competition for well-paid jobs among a rising population of educated youth.  

 Rising prosperity allows young graduates to wait for well-paying jobs.  

Conclusion 

Creating jobs for an increasingly educated workforce and ensuring that the new workers 

are well equipped to enter the labour force are twin challenges. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

For More Inclusive Private Schools 

Category: GS 2 (Education) 

  

Implementation of RTE Act has been a challenge for most States. 

Similarity with ‘No child left behind’ 

 The RTE Act bears many similarities to the U.S.’s No Child Left Behind Act. 

 Like the U.S., in India too States have been given major leeway in deciding the course of 

implementation.  

Problems with Section 12 (1) (c) 

 A problem that recurs every year is mandated access to underprivileged sections of 

society Section 12 (1) (c) of the Act. 

 The process for admission under Section 12 (1) (c) is far from perfect. 

Lessons from Tamil Nadu 

 Tamil Nadu has made certain strides in the implementation of Section 12 (1) (c).  

 It has widened the ambit of “disadvantaged sections” to include HIV positive children 

and transgenders.  

 A centralized database of schools has been created within 1 km of people’s residence.  

Issues to be addressed 

 Financial problems continue to mar the system. 

 Grievances regarding the ‘1 km radius’ criterion. 

 Window for the admission process for RTE Act vacancies in private schools is very 

narrow.  

 

Way forward 

 Admission should be made through a single-point window online. 

 A mobile application on seats available under the 25% quota.  



 

 

 An RTE compliance audit should be conducted. 

 Aid given to private schools must be tied to the levels of compliance. 

 Schools not adhering to the 25% quota should be penalized. 

 Every school should declare prominently that it is RTE compliant.  

 Funds need to be released in a timely manner by the govt.  

Conclusion 

Section 12 (1) (c) of the RTE Act recognizes the need for inclusion which will benefit all 

classes of society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Fine-Tuning the Education Policy 
Category: GS 2 (Education) 

The draft National Education Policy, 2019 is out in the public domain. 

About the draft policy 

 Drawn inputs from the T.S.R. Subramanian Committee and K. Kasturirangan Committee 

reports. 

 Covers every aspect of the education sector: school, higher, vocational and adult 

education. 

 Includes the whole gamut of professional education — engineering, medicine, 

agriculture, law, etc.  

 One of its suggestions is to cover children of 3-18 years instead of the present 6-14 years 

under RTE Act,   

 Setting up Special Education Zones in disadvantaged regions.  

 Double the Gross Enrolment Ratio from 25% to 50% by 2035. 

 Recognises the crucial importance of liberal arts  and the study of modern and classical 

languages. 

 Vocational education sought to be integrated with school and higher education. 

Challenges in implementation 

 Doubling of public funding to 6% of the GDP does not appear to be feasible.  

 

 Expanding coverage under the RTE Act to include pre-school children should be 

introduced gradually. 

 Idea of setting up the Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog under the Prime Minister and having it 

serviced by the MHRD is fraught with many administrative problems.  

 It is silent on the Institutions of Eminence and agencies like the Higher Education 

Funding Agency.  

 Language issues have to be handled sensitively in view of their emotional overtones. 

Conclusion 



 

 

If the political leadership backs it, implementation of the policy will transform our natio 

India and the Sino-Russian Alliance 

Category: GS 2 (International relations) 

 

Recently, PM Modi went to attend the summit of the SCO.  

The Sino-Russian factor 

 Unfolding alliance between Russia and China holds significance for India’s international 

relations.  

 Sino-Russian alliance, being framed as a counter to the United States, increases 

complications for Indian diplomacy.  

 Navigating the rivalry between the great powers remains the biggest challenge for 

India’s foreign policy.  

Way forward for India 

India should be wary of the emerging Sino-Russian alliance for India’s engagement with 

other powers and the regional consequences for India’s neighbourhood.  

Conclusion 

However, there is little reason for panic for India. As foreign minister S Jaishankar puts 

it, “in every clash, there is an opportunity”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Smart Diplomacy  

Category: GS 2 (International relations) 

  

The nature of Southern Asian geopolitics is undergoing a radical transformation.  

Great power competition in the region 

 Russia and China are jointly and individually challenging the U.S.’s pre-eminence in the 

region.  

 Regional geopolitics is increasingly being shaped by China.  

Emerging features 

 Neighbours tend to recalibrate their policies and old partnerships and alliances.  

 A trust deficit exists between even seemingly congenial partners such as the U.S. and 

India, Russia and China.  

 The rising war talk in the region is yet another contemporary feature of the Southern 

Asian regional sub-system.  

 

Options before India 

 It would need to balance its relations between US and China. 

 India should take care of its energy and other interests in West Asia.  

 Dealing with the Russia-China partnership will be crucial for India’s continental strategy.  

 India need to balance carefully the strategic partnership between Pakistan and China.  

Conclusion 

Engaging in a delicate balancing game is undeniably the need of the hour. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Why South Asia Must Cooperate 

Category: GS 2 (International relations) 

 

South Asia is a region of significant importance for international development. 

The South Asia challenge 

 This is one of the world’s least integrated regions.  

 Intra-regional trade is a meagre 5% of the total trade. 

 Average GDP per capita is only about 9.64% of the global average. 

 The region faces myriad economic and environmental challenges. 

 Economic cooperation remains less than adequate.  

 SAARC has become unsuccessful in promoting regional economic cooperation. 

Opportunities for South Asia 

 Regional initiatives such as BIMSTEC and BBIN can bring the countries closer. 

 Attaining the 2030 Agenda for SDGs provides enormous opportunities for cooperation. 

Way forward 

 A regional strategic approach to tackle common development challenges. 

 Policy harmonisation can play a pivotal role in increasing efficiency to achieve SDGs. 

 To address institutional and infrastructural deficits, South Asian countries need deeper 

regional cooperation.  

 Countries can work towards increasing the flow of intra-regional FDI.  

 The private sector too can play a vital role in resource mobilisation. 

Conclusion 

If South Asia can come to a common understanding, it can unleash a powerful 

synergistic force.  

 

 



 

 

 

Misplaced Priorities 

Category: GS 2 

 

The govt. is mooting to holding simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and the State 

Assemblies. 

Potential benefits of simultaneous polls 

 

 Will curb the huge expenditure involved. 

 Will reduce the burden on the manpower deployed.  

 Ruling parties can focus more on governance and less on campaigning. 

Problems with simultaneous polls 

 It may require the curtailment or extension of the tenure of State legislatures. 

 Another question is: what happens if the government at the Centre falls?  

 Whether getting all elections to coincide undermines representative democracy and 

federalism? 

 Regional issues may be subsumed by national themes in a common election.  

Conclusion 

Given these challenges, there is no case for hastening the introduction of simultaneous 

elections. The government must accord priority to other electoral reforms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A Blinkered Understanding of Migration 
Category: GS 2 (Social issues) 

 

India has been home to one of the longest and largest episodes of emigration in the 

world. 

Benefits of migration 

 international remittances  

 positive impact on foreign direct investments, trade and foreign relations 

 Indian diaspora also provides philanthropic activities  

Issues with migration 

 exploitation,  

 inhuman living conditions 

 violence and 

 human rights violations 

Draft Emigration Bill, 2019 

 to update Emigration Act, 1983 a draft Emigration Bill, 2019 was released 

 it continues the post-1983 ad hoc approach towards emigration 

 the bulk of it focusses on establishing new statutory bodies  

 it  included all students and migrant workers within its purview 

 it also includes subagents and student enrolment agencies  

 erroneous assumption that Indian migrants in a developed destination country have 

sufficient protection and welfare 

Problem of migrants 

 little economic or political freedom at their destinations  

 Indian spouses being ‘lured’ abroad in marriage and then stranded or exploited.  

 In West Asia, a single police complaint can make them ‘undocumented’ for no fault of 

theirs. 



 

 

 In Europe, migrants live in incredibly precarious situations, with many living in poverty. 

 Family migrants and irregular migrants abroad are as vulnerable as workers and 

students  

Way forward 

 efficient supply of affordable intermediary services for prospective workers and 

students 

 cost of emigration  due to regulatory process should be decreased   

 any emigration policy framework needs to be considerate of the complete migration 

cycle  

 rights-based approach that is inclusive of all Indian migrants abroad 

 multilateral migration-related treaties and conventions can provide the necessary 

guidance  

Conclusion 

Without drastic changes to the draft Bill’s approach, we will miss the opportunity to 

address the grievances of the migrants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Reimagining the NITI Aayog 
Category: GS 2 (Polity) 

 

NITI Aayog can play an important role in refreshing India’s fiscal federalism. 

Horizontal and vertical imbalances 

 Typically, federations face vertical and horizontal imbalances.  

 A vertical imbalance arises when tax revenues to the Central government are greater 

compared to the State governments. 

 The horizontal imbalances arise because of differing levels of attainment by the States.  

 In India, there are 2 types of horizontal imbalance: 

o Type I deals with basic public goods and services 

o Type II deals with infrastructure. 

New role for NITI Aayog 

 Traditionally, Finance Commissions have dealt with these imbalances. 

 NITI Aayog must become the second pillar of the fiscal federal structure.  

 Now with the Planning Commission disbanded, there is a vacuum as  NITI Aayog is 

primarily a think tank with no resources to dispense.  

 Finance Commission should be confined to Type I horizontal imbalance. 

 NITI Ayog should focus on Type II horizontal imbalance. 

 NITI Aayog should receive significant resources (say 1% to 2% of the GDP). 

 NITI Aayog should also be mandated to create an independent evaluation office. 



 

 

 It must be also accorded a place at the high table of decision-making. 

The Third Pillar  

 Decentralisation hasto be the third pillar of fiscal federal architecture.  

 Seriousness has to be accorded to the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments.  

 Centre and States should contribute an equal proportion to the consolidated fund of the 

third tier.  

 State Finance Commissions should be accorded the same status as the Finance 

Commission. 

The Fourth Pillar 

 The fourth pillar is the “flawless” GST.  

 There should be a single rate GST.  

  GST Council should be transparent and create its own secretariat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope for Migrant Workers 
Category: GS 2 (Welfare) 

Introduction 

The total earning of India’s internal migrant workers is around 6% of India’s GDP.  

The sad state of affairs 

 The migrant population in India is riddled with inadequate housing; low-paid, insecure 

or hazardous work, etc.  

 Furthermore, there are mental health issues.  

 Fund constituted by cess on builders lies grossly underutilised.  

Way forward 

 Trade unions are the best way for the workers to benefit from government welfare 

schemes.  

 Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act (1979) needs improvement. 

 Civil society organisations, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives; government 

schemes provide rays of hope. 

 Multi-level reforms with legally binding implementation protocols are required.  

Conclusion 

We need to improve the conditions of migrant workers live through various quick reforms.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Missing Remedies 

Category: GS 2 (Governance) 

 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

Recently, an attack on a doctor in Kolkata has led to agitation by medical professionals. 

Deepening of social divide 

There are clear factors that are deepening the social divide. Chief among these are  

 neglect of the public health sector,  

 unaffordable treatments 

 vacancies in public hospitals,  

 high cost of medical education  

Way forward 

 we must understand that doctors and patients do not have an antagonistic relationship  

 Govt. should not take a hard line against the agitating doctors  

 The IMA should institute better systems to counsel patients 

 National Health Policy must  

o scale up infrastructure and the capabilities of government hospitals, 

o provide financial protection for treatment in expensive private hospitals. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaky Building Blocks 
Category: GS 2 (Education) 

The draft National Education Policy reinforces outdated ideas. 

Novel features of National Education Policy, 2019 

 Places focus on the early years. 

 Recommends continuity between pre-primary and primary years.  

 Emphasis on mother tongue-based education. 

Why children fail to learn 

 health and nutritional status of children 

 high student-teacher ratios 

 pedagogical and teacher education-related issues  

Issues with the draft policy 

 Reinforces outdated ideas about foundational literacy programme.  

 “Emergent literacy” has been ignored. 

 Recommendations are based on generic theories of early childhood education.  

 Believes in the idea that any literate person can teach literacy. 

Way forward for early literacy 

 Requires a “balance” between acquiring the script with higher order meaning making. 

 Requires pedagogical approaches such as reading aloud to children, etc.  

 Needs moving beyond textbooks to high quality children’s literature. 

 Teachers need to know how to differentiate instruction at different levels. 

 Volunteers can be used but cannot be a primary mechanism. 



 

 

 Draft should provide direction for a national curriculum framework. 

Conclusion 

The authors of the draft to engage with scholars, practitioners and policy-makers in the field 

of early literacy 

At the High Table 

Category: GS 2 (International relations) 

By winning endorsement of Asia-Pacific Group, India has cleared an important hurdle in 

its quest for a UNSC non-permanent seat for 2021-22.  

The next step 

 India will need to show the support of at least 129 countries. 

 It will then occupy the seat at the UNSC for a two-year period. 

Reasons why India decided to pursue candidature 

 To have India’s voice at the high table as many times as possible. 

 By rotation, that seat would have reached India only in the 2030s. 

 India has a unique role to play given the polarization among permanent members. 

 The year 2022 marks the 75th year of India’s Independence.  

The positive sign 

Despite the challenges in relations with Pakistan and China, both the countries agreed 

to the nomination. 

Way forward for India  

 Work out a comprehensive strategy for what it plans to do with the seat.  

 Shed the image of ‘fence-sitting’ by abstaining on votes. 

 Strengthen the multilateral world order amid unilateral moves by US and China.  

 Nudge all five permanent members on the reform and expansion of the UNSC. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Prudent Prescription 
Category: GS 3 (Economy) 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

A committee constituted by RBI has submitted a report on MSMEs.  

Importance of MSME sector 

 a key engine of growth. 

 contributes more than 28% of the GDP  

 contributes about 45% to manufacturing output 

 provides employment to about 111 million people. 

 crucial to society’s well being 

Recommendations given by the panel 

 MSME Development Act, 2006 be changed 

 A new law ought to address access to credit and risk capital 

 repurposing the Small Industries Development Bank of India.  

 greater adoption of technology-facilitated solutions  

 name and shame buyers from MSMEs to expedite settlements to suppliers 

 integration of Government e-Marketplace platform with the Trade Receivables 

Discounting System.  

 urges banks to switch to cash flow-based lending, 

Conclusion 

The RBI and the Centre should act on the recommendations to help actualize MSME sector’s 

true economic potential. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

BIMSTEC, a Viable Option 

Category: GS 2 (International Relations) 

 

Theme of the article 

Unlike SAARC, BIMSTEC provides an opportunity for economic, cultural and social 

cooperation. 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

External Affairs Minister has made his first foreign visit to Bhutan.  

Reason for shift in focus to BIMSTEC 

 Inability of SAARC to foster regional cooperation.  

 SAARC has not met since 2014. 

 SAARC summit stood cancelled in 2016. 

 This prompted India to focus to BIMSTEC. 

Caution needed 

Trajectory of regional cooperation is driven by previous attempts. Thus, India needs to 

be cautious to avoid the fate of SAARC. 

The optimism 

 BIMSTEC may be prove successful because it does not include Pakistan. 

 China’s absence in BIMSTEC could mean that there may be fewer obstacles. 

Conclusion 

As the renegotiation of SAARC remains unattainable, BIMSTEC might be a viable option 

for India to maintain its foreign policy discourse.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Even Central Banks Need ‘Capital’ Infusion 
Category: GS 3 (Economy) 

Theme of the article 

The RBI must function independently and not be a slave to outdated ideas. 

Introduction 

The central bank of a country sits at the pinnacle of its financial system and is mandated 

with ensuring its stability. 

Time to reflect on role 

 RBI should not be considered venerable beyond querying. 

 Apart from monetary policy, fiscal policy should be used to stabilise the economy when 

needed. 

 Light regulation of the financial sector can lead to a crisis. 

Lessons to learn 

 RBI should take into account the evolving understanding of macroeconomics globally.  

 RBI should put greater focus on fiscal deficit. 

 RBI should not constantly lecture on fiscal consolidation. 

 Inflation targeting should not lead to high policy rate as it affects investment.  

 RBI while focusing on inflation should not lose sight of brewing financial instability.  

Conclusion 

We need not just an independent RBI but also an RBI that does not follow some defunct school 

of thought.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

RCEP Next Steps 
Category: GS 2 (International relations) 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

Leaders of ASEAN have committed to conclude negotiations for RCEP by the end of 

2019.  

A step further 

Some members suggested that countries not ready to join the RCEP could join at a later 

date.  

Significance of RCEP 

RCEP- FTA would encompass 40% of all global trade among economies that make up a 

third of global GDP. 

India’s case 

 India’s concerns: 

o opening its markets for cheaper goods from other countries  

o RCEP countries open their markets for Indian services. 

 India has a trade deficit with as many as 11 of the RCEP countries. 

 India has also made tagging the “Country of Origin” on all products a sticking point in 

RCEP negotiations.  

Why India must join RCEP 

  India would miss out on regional trade. 

 Will lose the ability to frame the rules for the grouping. 

 It would undermine India’s plans for economic growth. 

What lies ahead? 

 India will be expected to keep up intense negotiations. 

 India need to give a clear indication that it is joining RCEP.  

 Govt. has begun consultations with stakeholders from industries that are most worried 

about RCEP. 

Conclusion 



 

 

 

India cannot afford to fall out of the free trade agreement negotiations. 

 

 

 

 

Scoring on Health 

Category: GS 2 (Social sector) 

 

Why has this issue cropped up? 

The Health Index 2019 has been released by NITI Aayog recently. 

What is NITI Aayog Index? 

It is a composite based on 23 indicators such as fertility rate, low birth weight, 

administrative capability, etc.  

Findings of the NITI Aayog Index 

 Some States are doing better even with a lower economic output. 

 Some are actually slipping in their performance.  

 Some states are giving low priority to health. 

 Uttar Pradesh has lowest Health Index of 28.61, Kerala has highest score of 74.01. 

 

The issue with healthcare 

Several States remain laggards when it comes to creating a primary health care system 

with well-equipped PHCs as the unit.  

Way forward 

 Public health must become part of mainstream politics.  

 Special attention to shore up primary care in states which are at the bottom of the scale. 

 The Health Index should capture dimensions such as non-communicable diseases, 

infectious diseases and mental health.. 

Conclusion 

State governments, in partnership with the Centre transform primary health care. 



 

 

 

 

 

 


